
hoofs. But if such be the case, what has it to do with
" the public health ? " How can the public health be
injured by watering streets with sea-water in summer,
when all are urged to dip themselves into the ocean
itself for health's sake; or by the running off into
drains and cesspools in winter of salted ice-water
slightly ferrated by the iron rails of the railway ?

One would naturally think these things innocent;
and yet they have frequent denunciations from Boards
of Health; and courts are besieged to put a stop to
such proceedings.

Please, Mr. Pvditor, enlighten ou these points fre-
queiit inquirers and Nesciens.

DOWNWARD DISPLACEMENT OF THE TRANS-
VERSE COLON.

Mr. Editor, — Dr. Thomas will find, in Bright on
Abdominal Tumors, Sydeuham's Society's edition,
pages 247-250, some remarks on displacement of the
transverse colon, with a diagram of a case (Fig. 67),
exactly like those reported by him. Esquirol, Maladies
Mentales, Paris, 1838, tome i.,page 462, speaking of the
same lesion in insanity, says : " Quelquefois le colon
transverse descend en forme d'arc au dessous du pubis
et jusque dans la cavité pelvienne." Both authors give
cases of the various other forms of displacement, but
not of the particular U-shaped variety here spoken of.
I have had no time to look into the subject any farther,
but think the references above given must show that it
is by no means so rare as the Philadelphia gentlemen
seem to suppose. Yours respectfully,

Edward T. Williams, M. D.
January 4, 1884.

Miscellany.
GOVERNOR ROBINSON'S 'INAUGURAL.

health, lunacy, and charity.

The following is the portion of his excellency Gov-
ernor Robinson's inaugural address relating to the
above important subjects:

—The Legislature of 1879 accomplished a thorough re-

organization of the administration of the public chari-
ties,— abolishing some boards, consolidating others,
and simplifying the whole system. Undoubtedly a

considerable saving in the operation of the official ma-

chinery was effected. The Board of Health, Lunacy,
and Charity, as then and now constituted, consisting of
nine persons, is given general supervision over the
State lunatic hospitals, the State Almshouse, the State
Workhouse, the State Primary School, the State Re-
form School, and the State Industrial School. Other
powers, ample and specific, are granted, enabling the
Board to hold substantial control over those institu-
tions and over other matters committed to it. The
Board also takes cognizance of the interests of heallh
and life among the citizens of the Commonwealth, and
acts as Commissioners of Lunacy. Surely no board
in this State ever was intrusted with graver concerns
and heavier responsibilities. I am sure that most
faithful, disinterested, and efficient service, without a

dollar of compensation, has been rendered by the mem-

hers of that Board, aud they are fairly entitled to the
appreciation and gratitude of the citizens of the State
aud, most of all, of the poor unfortunates whom the
charities of Massachusetts support and save.

The consolidation effected in 1879 was not brought
about without opposition from very wise and devoted
persons, many of whom, if not all, still believe that no

satisfactory work can be done until a separation is
made, and there are three boards or commissions in-
stead of one. There is an apparent incongruity in the
present arrangement, it is true ; but in many particu-
lars the three branches are closely allied, and may be
harmoniously and effectively worked together. It is
not possible that each member on such a board can be
an expert in all the matters before it. They must
make investigations and reach results through sub-
committees ; and yet it is quite common in public
affairs to manage important interests in just this way.
I have been urged to recommend to you an abolition of
the Board, and the creation of two or three in its stead.
But after much reflection and extended inquiry I must
withhold that recommendation for the present. It is
plain that the adoption of the suggested plan would
necessitate payment of additional salaries and other
outlay. Though there is much in the propositions that
I approve, still I am persuaded that the people, whose
servants we are, look with suspicion and disfavor upon
the needless multiplication of boards, commissions, and
agencies, and approve the practice of the strictest
economy in their behalf. My own inclination at pres-
ent would be toward a still further reduction aud sim-
plification that would bring all our public institutions
more directly under the supervision of one board ; but
my experience and observation in the management of
so great trusts will not, in my judgment, justify me in
recommending radical and sweeping changes. Let the
work of the Board be searchingly scrutinized, not only
in its economical bearings, but as well in its response
to the demands of humanity and justice. Political
partisanship has no proper place in such an organiza-
tion, or in the examination and estimate of its trans-
actions. Whatever else we do, let us see to it that we

keep politics out of the charities.
I am recnforced in the conclusions already stated,

in the fact that unusual interest has been excited dur-
ing the last year in the official acts of the Board, and
in the conduct and condition of the various institutions
under its charge ; and the report of the Board, pre-
senting their views and conclusions, will attract extraor-
dinary attention. It is but justice that we consider it.
Moreover, a joint special committee was created by
your immediate predecessors to iuvestigate several of
the institutions ; to consider plans and theories ; to ex-
amine institutions iu other States, aud to present their
findings and conclusions to you. Their report will
undoubtedly give you valuable information and help.
I desire to suggest that I fear there may be a tendency
to an unnecessarily large force of clerks, agents, assist-
ants, superintendents, aud employees appointed by the
Board under statute authority. May not the depart-
ments of the out-door poor and the in-door poor be
united, saving the compensation of several persons, and
in no degree impairing the efficiency of the service ?
If you agree with me, this retrenchment can be ef-
fected without difficulty. It is probable that other
savings can be accomplished, and in that direction I
shall turn my attention and now invite yours. I ask
your attentive consideration to the several reports sub-
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mitted by the boards of trustees. They speak from
an abundant observation and experience.

LUNATIC HOSPITALS.

There is an imperative demand for increased accom-
modations for the iusane. The hospitals are crowded,
and hundreds of inmates are compelled to occupy
temporary cots, or beds in the corridors and upon the
floors. I believe great economy of room is possible
under a wise system of classification, separating the
harmless, the criminal, and the dangerous, and other
improved arrangements which professional knowledge
and practical experience will advise. Let us adopt
any and every reasonable expedient before we euter
upon the construction of another hospital, or incur
large expense in experiments in oue field or another
to test a theory. The financial affairs of the hospitals
are reported in excellent condition. The surplus ac-
cumulated at Taunton, Worcester, and Northampton
has been increased ; while at Danvers the treasurer's
report shows a balance of $1172.14, so that the $10,000
appropriated for au anticipated deficiency has been
added to the surplus.

MEETING OF BOARD OF HEALTH, LUNACY,
AND CHARITY. RESIGNATION OF SUPERIN-
TENDENT OF OUT-DOOR POOR.

Dr. H. B. Wheelwright's resignation as Super-
intendent of Out-door Poor was accepted, to take effect
February 1st. Messrs. Fallón, Noble, Dean, Haggett,
and Walcott voted to accept the resignation, although
Dr. Wheelwright wished the term extended to April
1st. Meanwhile his department will be put in charge
of the charity committee of the hoard. There was
some animated discussion on this subject, but the result
showed a large majority against the doctor. Ex-Gov-
ernor Talbot intimated that those who wished to press
this matter were active from personal spite. Colonel
Hasrijett said be should throw the remark back in his
face, and that he was not actuated by personal spite.
Tewksbury has 1170 inmates, and will take no more at
present. Miss E. C. Putnam was formally thanked
for her efforts to reclaim wayward children by her pilau
of auxiliary visitors. Messrs. Talbot and Walcott
were instructed to take advice of counsel as to having
the State pay the Boston City Hospital for patients
sent there.

THE CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL.
The fifteenth annual meeting of the managers of the

Children's Hospital was held iu this city, in December,
and the following officers were chosen for the ensuing
year: President, Robert C. Winthrop ; Vice-President,
John C. Phillips ; Treasurer, John G. Wetherell ; Sec-
retary, Francis II. Brown ; Managers, Charles Faulk-
ner, William Ingalls, Charles II. Fiske, Jeremiah Ab-
bott, Alanson Bigelow, J. P. Spaulding, H. G. Picker-
ing, Roland C. Lincoln, J. Montgomery Sears, Oliver
W. Peabody, Phillips Brooks, Charles L. Young. The
managers, iu their annual report, say that the past
year has been iu many respects experimental in the
management, care, and testing of the new building, and
that they are well satisfied with the result. The entire
cost of the building, including furniture and equipment,
has been about $125,000. It is now wholly paid for.
The hospital has now accommodations for sixty pa-

tients, which is double the number receivable in the
house formerly occupied on Washington Street. Each
of the two wards has twenty beds ; there are five rooms
for private patients, and three rooms designed for
special cases, for those which need the quiet of a sepa-
rate apartment. This year the aggregate of the house
bills (as also the total cost of the maintenance of the
hospital) has been double that of the previous year.
This is due to the increase in the number of employees,
and to the cost of their wards. The average daily
number of children approximately in the former build-
ing was eighteen, and the annual expenses were, ex-
clusive of rent, about $7500, making the daily cost for
each patient about $1.14. In the present building the
average has been thirty-seven patients per day, aud the
year's expenses have been $16,501.28, making the daily
cost for each patient about $1.22. This record has
been compared with those of similar institutions in
Massachusetts, and the comparison is very favorable
and satisfactory. The number of children received
and treated in the wards during the year is 279, and the
total number since the establishment of the hospital is
2033 ; in the out-patient department about 1000 iu the
last year. The report acknowledges aid received from
the Ladies' Aid Association, the Sisters of St. Margaret,
and others, and speaks appropriately of the deaths of
Nathaniel Thayer, formerly president, and of Isaac
Thatcher.

SURGEON-GENERAL HOLT.
Dr. A. F. Holt, of Cambridge, has been appointed

Surgeon-general on the staff of Governor Robiuson,
aud has accepted the position. Dr. Holt was graduated
in medicine at the Uuiversity of Vermont in 1860, and
enlisted in April, 1861, as a private in a Cambridge
company, for which the claim is made that it was the
first raised, and which became Company C of the Third
Volunteer Regiment. Returning home at the end of
his three months' service he was made assistant surgeon
of the Thirtieth Massachusetts Regiment. A year
later he was surgeon of the First Texas Cavalry, then
major and lieutenant-colonel of that organization, of
which he was in actual command at the close of the war.
His military career was distinguished for bravery and
he was made the subject of a complimentary general
order from the Department of the Gulf for his courage
in bearing away the wounded from under fire. Since
the war Dr. Holt has been engaged in general medical
practice in Cambridge, where he has filled the office of
City Physician. He has been medical examiner since
1879, receiving his commission from Governor Talbot.
We understand that bis excellency has chosen to make
appointments to his personal staff' from those who saw
actual service during the war, and in his selection of
Dr. Holt he has a surgeon-general who by personal
and professional qualities will ably fill and adorn the
honorable position.

—

A correspondent of the New York Medical
Journal, December 29th, narrates the case of a young
man in whose rectum a hard, green pear, measuring
three and a half inches by two, had been placed by
companions while he was in a state of intoxication.
It was removed by lithotomy forceps (the patient be-
ing in Sims' position) with some haemorrhage and tem-

porary paralysis of the sphincter ani.
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